
 
At its meeting on 31 May 2011 the Education and Children’s Services Committee considered the business referred to 
below.  The Committee has approved the recommendations detailed for approval by the Comhairle.  Where the 
Committee has exercised delegated powers or used the conditional delegation provisions for any item, this is stated. 
 
Items marked with an asterisk* were considered with the press and public excluded from the Meeting. 
 
Item Title Agenda 

Number 
 

Committee’s Decision 

Minute of Meeting 
of 22 March 2011 
 

    1 The Minute of Meeting of 22 March 2011 was approved. 
 

Declaration of 
Interest 
 

2 Dr Neil Galbraith declared an interest in Item 10 and in Item 19 as a relative was 
employed at Laxdale Primary School and left the meeting during consideration of these 
matters. 
 
Mrs Agnes Rennie declared an interest in Item 8 as a relative was employed at Sgoil 
Araich Airidhantuim and left the meeting during consideration of the matter. 
 
Mr Angus Campbell declared an interest in Item 17 being an employee and Director of 
Angus Campbell Ltd and Director of Lochs Services Limited concerned with the sale of 
fuel and left the meeting during consideration of the matter. 
 
Mrs Annie Macdonald declared an interest in Item 14 as a relative was employed in the 
Western Isles Schools Project and left the meeting during consideration of the matter. 
 
Mr Iain Morrison declared an interest in Item 17 being a Coach Company Director and 
left the meeting during consideration of the matter. 
 

General Fund 
Capital Monitoring 
2010/11 

 

3 It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, that 
the Comhairle: 
 
(1) note that the Western Isles Schools Project was on schedule to deliver the 

Schools in accordance with the contract; 
 
(2) note the capital expenditure to 31 March 2011; and 
 
(3) agree the revised programme set out in the table at 4.1 for the remainder of the 

2008-13 Capital Programme. 
 

 

General Fund 
Revenue Update 
2010/11 
 

4 It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, that 
the Comhairle: 
 
(1) note the Report; 
 
(2) agree the carry forward of budgets as detailed in Appendix C; 
 
(3) agree that Reports on spending proposals for departmental carry forwards be 

submitted to future meetings of the relevant Service Committees and the Policy 
and Resources Committee and that such proposals should focus on projects 
that will help reduce the forecast budget deficit from 2012/13 onwards;  

 
(4) agree to allocate £30k from the Chief Executive’s carry forward outwith 

tolerances to fund six Modern Apprentices for a year; and 
 
(5) agree that the Director of Technical Services present a Report to the August 

2011 series of meetings setting out the reasons for the overspend within 
Technical Services and recommending how this overspend could be 
addressed. 
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Report by Care 
Commission:  
Tong School 
Nursery, February 
2011 

 

5 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the key strengths, areas for 
improvement and grade as detailed in the Report.  

Report by Care 
Commission:  
Stornoway 
Primary School 
Nursery,  
February 2011 

 

6 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the key strengths, areas for 
improvement and grade as detailed in the Report. 

Report by Care 
Commission:  
Sandwick School 
Nursery,  January  
2011 

 

7 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the key strengths, areas for 
improvement and grade as detailed in the Report. 

Report by Care 
Commission:  
Sgoil Araich 
Airidhantuim, 
February 2011 
 

8 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the key strengths, areas for 
improvement and grade as detailed in the Report. 

Report by Care 
Commission:  
Little Lochies 
Nursery - 
February 2011 

 

9 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the key strengths, areas for 
improvement and grade as detailed in the Report. 

Update on Pre-
School Education 
Within The 
Western Isles and 
Consideration of 
Future Requests 
for Direct 
Management 
 

 

10* It was agreed to recommend that: 
 
(1) the Director of Education and Children’s Services be authorised to take over the 

direct management of voluntary sector pre-school providers listed in paragraph 2.3 
of the Report; and 

 
(2) the Comhairle approve that the Director of Education and Children’s Services be 

authorised to provide pre-school education that fits within the criteria set out in 
paragraph 2.4 of the Report, subject to the existence of adequate budgetary 
provision and that the Chief Executive be authorised to amend the Scheme of 
Delegation accordingly. 

 
It was further agreed to recommend that the Director of Education and Children’s 
Services be requested to submit a Report detailing the way forward in relation to pre-
school education in the Stornoway area, on the basis that the Report would give 
specific consideration to accommodation issues. 
 

Specialist 
Mainland 
Placements for 
Children:  2010-11 
 

11* It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, that 
the Comhairle note the forecasted costs for specialist mainland placements, as detailed 
in the Report, and the actions being taken to address this issue. 
 

Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar 
Fostering and 
Adoption Services  
Annual Report 
2011-2012 

 

12* It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the content of the Report. 
 
 

Integrated  
Children's 
Services Plan 
2010 – 2013: 
Annual Review of 
Progress (April 
2011) 

13 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the progress that has been made 
in implementing the Integrated Children’s Services Plan (2010-13) Action Plan 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Western Isles 
Schools Project : 
Update 

 

14 It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned,   
that the Comhairle note the Report. 

Programme and 
Progress 
 

15 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 

Repairs and 
Maintenance 
(Revenue) 
Programme 
2010/11: 
Quarterly 
Expenditure 
Report to 31 
March 2011 
 

16 It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned,    
that the Comhairle note the Report and note that further Reports on the repairs and 
maintenance of properties held on the Service and Policy and Resources Committee 
accounts would continue to be placed before the Comhairle at quarterly intervals. 
 

Bus Contracts - 
Procurement 
Strategy 
 

17 It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, that 
the Comhairle agree: 
 

(1) to continue with the current tendering strategy for bus service contracts, 
whereby the Comhairle funds the suite of annual inflation index changes as 
listed in Table 1 of paragraph 4.5 of the Report; 

 
(2) to request the Policy and Resources Committee to give consideration to 

addressing contractual fuel inflation obligations in relation to bus service 
contracts in recommending a budget strategy for 2012/13 to the Comhairle; 
and 

 
(3) to note that the fuel inflation implications for the bus service contracts place 

extreme pressure on the available budget for bus service contracts in the 
current year, as provisionally reported to the Comhairle in March 2011, and 
that progress in addressing the matter would be reported to the Comhairle in 
August 2011. 

 
Structure of the 
Education and 
Children’s 
Services 
Department – 
Update May 2011 

 

18* It was agreed to recommend that that the Comhairle approve in principle the proposed 
future staffing strategy in relation to the Education and Children’s Services Department 
on the basis that a further detailed Report would be submitted to the Human Resources 
Sub-Committee following the evaluation of the proposed new posts. 
 

Review of the 
Common 
Boundary of the 
Catchment Areas 
for Stornoway and 
Laxdale Primary 
Schools 

 

19 It was agreed to recommend that the Director of Education and Children’s Services be 
authorised to enter statutory consultation on defining the catchment area for Stornoway 
Primary School to the North by following the HS1 postcode line as shown on the map at 
Appendix 1 to the Report. 

Social Work 
Emergency Out of 
Hours Service - 
Annual Report 
2010-11 
 

20 It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee's interests were concerned, that 
the Comhairle note the contents of the annual report on the Social Work Emergency 
Out of Hours Services for 2010-11. 

Benbecula Sport 
and Leisure 
Company 

 

21 It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee's interests were concerned, that 
the Comhairle authorise the Director of Social and Community Services, in consultation 
with the Director of Education and Children’s Services and the Chief Executive, to 
negotiate with the Benbecula Sport and Leisure Community Company to pursue a 
project proposal for an external changing facility at the Liniclate campus with a Report 
on the outcome to be presented to the December 2011 series of meetings. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Road Safety – 
20MPH Speed 
Limits at Schools 

 

22 It was agreed to recommend that a further detailed Report on the relocation of speed 
limit signage for all Schools be prepared by the Director of Technical Services, on the 
basis that the Comhairle agree to relocate redundant speed limit signs to Balivanich 
Primary School and the West Side Primary School, as soon as possible, provided these 
Schools meet the Comhairle’s policy on 20mph limits at Schools. 
 

Reports 
Outstanding: 
Progress  
 

23 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 
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